MINUTES

Public Safety Commission Meeting
February 11, 2026

Austin, TX

The Public Safety Commission met in Austin, Texas on February 11, 2026, at 10 a.m. for its
regular meeting. Attending the meeting were Chairman Steven Mach, Commissioners Nelda
Blair, Dan Hord Ill, Larry Long, and Steven Stodghill. A quorum was present.

I. Call to Order (0:00:01)
Chairman Mach called the meeting to order at 10 a.m. Proper notice was posted.

ll. Invocation (0:00:40)
Infrastructure Operations Division Chief Jason Hester provided the invocation.

lll. Pledges (0:01:25)
Corporal Luis Hernandez led the pledge of allegiance to the U.S. and Texas flag.

IV. Approval of Minutes (0:02:05)
The minutes of the last regular meeting held on December 11, 2025, were approved.

V. Presentations (0:02:35)

30 Year Service Award
Danna Rhodes
Charlotte Niemtschk

William P. Clements Excellence Award
Non-Commissioned: Kristy Link
Commissioned: Laura Simmons

Director’s Citation and Director’s Award
Michael Mathes
Frank Newsom

Director’s Award
Jeffrey Tyner
David Acuna
Jose Sanchez



Lifesaving and Director’'s Award
Mark Willey

Teresa Gee

Jeremy Sherrod

Timothy Simmons

Kevin Gray

Carlos Gonzalez

Ken Gestring

Lifesaving Award
Jennifer Trevino-Hicks
John Jarrett

Simon Mijares
Thomas Goodson

Director’'s Award
Megan Sanchez
James Lopez

Chairman Mach acknowledged attendance of legislative staff. (0:38:20)

VI.

VII.

VIl

Public Comment (0:38:50)
None.

Director’s Report

A. Slow Down, Move Over Update (0:39:05)
Colonel Freeman F. Martin introduced Texas Highway Patrol Captain Rae Shely
Lee who provided a presentation on the Slow Down, Move Over safety campaign
and an update on fleet crashes.

New Business

A. DPS Training Academy Update (0:56:25)
Training Operations Division Chief Derek Prestridge, Infrastructure Operations
Division Chief Hester, and Neil Craig, Senior Project Manager with Broadus and
Associates, provided an update on the construction progress of the Steven C.
McCraw Law Enforcement Academy and Training Center. No action was
requested or taken.

B. Final Determination in Contested Cases — consideration and possible action
on Proposal for Decision: (1:17:35)
1. SOAH Docket No. 405-25-23087.MVI — Sun Dancer Express LLC and
Jacqueline Sewell — Suspension and Administrative Penalty



SOAH Docket No. 405-25-23080.MVI — Hazem Seder — Suspension

SOAH Docket No. 405-25-23078.MVI — Zakria Omer — Administrative Penalty
SOAH Docket No. 405-25-26585.MV| — Kamil Khan - Revocation

SOAH Docket No. 405-25-23077.PSB — Shaquanda Robinson — Denial
SOAH Docket No. 405-25-08216.PSB — Feggin Christopher Conners - Denial

oo R wN

General Counsel Phillip Adkins presented the proposal for decision for items (1)-
(5). A motion was made by Commissioner Blair, seconded by Commissioner Hord,
to adopt the proposal for decision issued by the administrative law judge of the
State Office of Administrative Hearings for items VIII(B)(1)-(5) as the final
determination of the Public Safety Commission. Motion passed unanimously.

General Counsel Adkins presented the proposal for decision for item (6) and
asked that the Public Safety Commission reject the administrative law judge’s
proposal for decision and uphold the license denial based on Mr. Conners’
continued federal firearms disqualification and the administrative law judge’s
misinterpretation of California sentencing law. In response to a question from
Chairman Mach, General Counsel Adkins explained that the Public Safety
Commission had statutory authority to reject a proposal for decision in instances
of mistake of law regarding an ability to possess a firearm and Mr. Conners had
the ability to appeal the Public Safety Commission’s order to the Travis County
district court. A motion was made by Commissioner Blair, seconded by
Commissioner Hord, to reject the proposal for decision issued by the
administrative law judge of the State Office of Administrative Hearings for item
VIII(B)(6) and uphold the license denial as the final determination of the Public
Safety Commission. Motion passed unanimously.

. Report, discussion, and possible action on the following rule proposal for

publication to receive public comment: (1:24:20)

1. Proposed amendments to 37 TAC Sections 15.82 — 15.85, concerning Driver
Improvement

Driver License Division Chief Sheri Gipson presented the rule proposal for item
(1). A motion was made by Commissioner Long, seconded by Commissioner
Blair, to approve for publication in the Texas Register item VIII(C)(1). Motion
passed unanimously.

. Intelligence Threat Briefing (Clearance Required — Executive Session
Expected)



IX.

Xl.

Ongoing Business

A. Report, discussion, and possible action regarding the modification of the
DPS organizational structure and the appointment, promotion, ratification,
employment, evaluation, reassignment, duties, discipline, or dismissal of a
member of the Department or Commission management team (1:26:00)
Colonel Martin made a recommendation to appoint Roland Luna as the Assistant
Chief of the Regulatory Services Division. A motion was made by Commissioner
Blair, seconded by Commissioner Hord, to appoint Roland Luna as the Assistant
Chief of the Regulatory Services Division. Motion passed unanimously.
Inspector General Phillip Ayala made a recommendation to appoint Major Adam
Kinslow as the Deputy Inspector General of the Office of Inspector General. A
motion was made by Commissioner Long, seconded by Commissioner Blair, to
appoint Adam Kinslow as the Deputy Inspector General of the Office of Inspector
General. Motion passed unanimously.

B. Report, discussion, and possible action regarding ongoing criminal
investigations pursuant to Government Code § 411.0041 (Executive Session
anticipated)

To be discussed during Executive Session.

Reports

A. Commission member reports and discussion (1:33:10)
None.

B. Finance Report (1:33:20)

None.
C. Chief Auditor’s Office (1:33:25)
None.
D. Division status reports on activities and action (1:33:30)

None.

Consent Items (1:33:35)

A.

Advice and consent regarding Colonel’s determination that certain
probationary employees were found unsuitable for work during December
2025 and January 2026

Discussion and possible action on appointments of Special Rangers and
Special Texas Rangers pursuant to Government Code Chapter 411, Secs.
411.023 and 411.024: Special Rangers: James Edward Blacknell, Gary



XIl.

XIlI.

XIV.

XV.

Wayne Durham, Ruben Rodriguez Elizondo, Nick John Jimenez, and Brian
Luke Vajdos; and Special Texas Ranger: Jerry Douglas Byrne, Jr.

C. Donations:

1. Texas Rangers Division — Office of the Director of National Intelligence
(ODNI)/2021 Mercedez Benz, GLE 53, AMG 4-matic, up-armored, 4-door SUV
with an approximate value of $188,000

2. Texas Rangers Division — Texas Rangers Association Foundation (TRAF); two
Ground Penetrating Radar (GPR) Units, along with monetary funding of
approximately $202,136 for the procurement of additional equipment to
support search and recovery operations for the Kerrville flooding, with an
approximate total value of $240,214.65

3. Texas Rangers Division — Texas Rangers Association Foundation (TRAF);
Crisis Negotiations Unit (CNU) trailer, with a total estimated value of $60,000

4. Additional donation items, as needed

A motion was made by Commissioner Blair, seconded by Commissioner Long, to
approve all consent items under XI(A)-(C). Motion passed unanimously.

Items for Future Agenda (1:34:15)
None.

Date for Future Meeting (1:34:25)

Discharge hearings will be scheduled for April 8, 2026; and the regular Public Safety
Commission meeting is scheduled for April 9, 2026.

Adjourn into Executive Session (1:34:40)

Executive Session began at 11:44 a.m. The Commission adjourned into executive
session to discuss security issues; to consult with legal counsel regarding pending or
contemplated litigation or settlement offers or to receive legal advice on items posted
on this agenda; to deliberate regarding real estate matters; to consider any other
items authorized by law, including personnel matters, the Director's action of
discharging employees as identified in this agenda; and to discuss ongoing criminal
investigations.

The Public Safety Commission reconvened in open session at 1:32 p.m. Chairman
Steven Mach and Commissioners Nelda Blair, Dan Hord Ill, Larry Long, and Steven
Stodghill were present. A quorum was present. (1:34:59)

Adjourn
The meeting was adjourned at 1:32 p.m.



Read and approved this 9#" day of ﬂ(p{l , 2026.

D~

Steven P. Mach, Chairman
Public Safety Commission



DOCKET NO. 405-25-23087.M V1

TEXAS DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC
SAFETY - PUBLIC SAFETY COMMISSION

BEFORE THE

V.

SUN DANCER EXPRESS LLC,
VEHICLE INSPECTION STATION
AND

JACQUELINE DEBORAH SEWELL,
VEHICLE INSPECTOR § PUBLIC SAFETY COMMISSION

S
§
§
§
§ STATE OF TEXAS
§
§
§
§

FINAL ORDER

On February 11, 2026, the Public Safety Commission held a public meeting and considered
the Proposal for Decision issued in the above referenced case by the Administrative Law Judge
(ALJ) of the State Office of Administrative Hearings. For the purposes of this Order, the Commis-
sion adopts the findings of fact and conclusions of law reflected in the Proposal for Decision.

The Commission, after review and due consideration of the Proposal for Decision, accepts
the recommendation of the ALJ that Sun Dancer Express LLC’s vehicle inspection station certifi-
cation should be suspended for 12 months, and a $500 administrative penalty should be assessed
against Jacqueline Deborah Sewell.

ITIS THEREFORE ORDERED that Sun Dancer Express LLC’s vehicle inspection station
certification is suspended for 12 months, and a $500 administrative penalty is assessed against
Jacqueline Deborah Sewell.

SIGNED this ﬁ day of February 2026

Steven P. Mach, Chairman
Public Safety Commission



DOCKET NO. 405-25-23080.MVI

TEXAS DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC § BEFORE.THE
SAFETY — PUBLIC SAFETY COMMISSION §
§
V. § STATE OF TEXAS
§
HAZEM SEDER, §
VEHICLE INSPECTOR § PUBLIC SAFETY COMMISSION
FINAL ORDER

On February 11, 2026, the Public Safety Commission held a public meeting and considered
the Proposal for Decision issued in the above referenced case by the Administrative Law Judge
(ALJ) of the State Office of Administrative Hearings. For the purposes of this Order, the Commis-
sion adopts the findings of fact and conclusions of law reflected in the Proposal for Decision.

The Commission, after review and due consideration of the Proposal for Decision, accepts
the recommendation of the ALJ that Hazem Seder’s vehicle inspection certification should be sus-
pended for 12 months.

ITIS THEREFORE ORDERED that Hazem Seder’s vehicle inspection certification is sus-
pended for 12 months.

SIGNED this II‘ day of February 2026

e ™

Steven P. Mach, Chairman
Public Safety Commission



DOCKET NO. 405-25-23078.MVI1

TEXAS DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC § BEFORE THE
SAFETY — PUBLIC SAFETY COMMISSION §
§
Vs § STATE OF TEXAS
§
ZAKRIA OMER, §
VEHICLE INSPECTOR § PUBLIC SAFETY COMMISSION

FINAL ORDER

On February 11, 2026, the Public Safety Commission held a public meeting and considered
the Proposal for Decision issued in the above referenced case by the Administrative Law Judge
(ALJ) of the State Office of Administrative Hearings. For the purposes of this Order, the Commis-
sion adopts the findings of fact and conclusions of law reflected in the Proposal for Decision.

The Commission, after review and due consideration of the Proposal for Decision, accepts
the recommendation of the ALJ that a $250 administrative penalty should be assessed against Za-
kria Omer.

IT IS THEREFORE ORDERED that a $250 administrative penalty is assessed against Za-
kria Omer.

SIGNED this ul day of February 2026

e

Steven P. Mach, Chairman
Public Safety Commission



DOCKET NO. 405-25-26585.MVI1

TEXAS DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC § BEFORE THE
SAFETY - PUBLIC SAFETY COMMISSION §
§
V. § STATE OF TEXAS
§
KAMIL KHAN, §
VEHICLE INSPECTOR § PUBLIC SAFETY COMMISSION

FINAL ORDER

On February 11, 2026, the Public Safety Commission held a public meeting and considered
the Proposal for Decision issued in the above referenced case by the Administrative Law Judge
(ALJ) of the State Office of Administrative Hearings. For the purposes of this Order, the Commis-
sion adopts the findings of fact and conclusions of law reflected in the Proposal for Decision.

The Commission, after review and due consideration of the Proposal for Decision, accepts
the recommendation of the ALJ that Kamil Khan’s vehicle inspection certification should be re-
voked.

IT IS THEREFORE ORDERED that Kamil Khan’s vehicle inspection certification is re-
voked.

SIGNED this ”I day of February 2026

s

Steven P. Mach, Chairman
Public Safety Commission



DOCKET NO. 405-25-23077.PSB

TEXAS DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC SAFETY — § BEFORE THE
PUBLIC SAFETY COMMISSION §
§
V. § STATE OF TEXAS
§
SHAQUANDA ROBINSON §
APPLICANT § PUBLIC SAFETY COMMISSION

FINAL ORDER

On February 11, 2026, the Public Safety Commission held a public meeting and considered
the Proposal for Decision issued in the above referenced case by the Administrative Law Judge
(ALJ) of the State Office of Administrative Hearings. For the purposes of this Order, the Commis-
sion adopts the findings of fact and conclusions of law reflected in the Proposal for Decision.

The Commission, after review and due consideration of the Proposal for Decision, accepts
the recommendation of the ALJ that Shaquanda Robinson’s application for a commissioned secu-
rity officer and personal protection officer license be denied.

IT IS THEREFORE ORDERED that Shaquanda Robinson’s application for a commis-
sioned security officer and personal protection officer license is denied.

SIGNED thj f day of February 2026.

L ™

Steven P. Mach, Chairman
Public Safety Commission



DOCKET NO. 405-25-08216.PSB

TEXAS DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC SAFETY — § BEFORE THE
PUBLIC SAFETY COMMISSION §
§
V. § STATE OF TEXAS
§
FEGGIN CHRISTOPHER CONNERS, §
APPLICANT § PUBLIC SAFETY COMMISSION

FINAL ORDER

On February 11, 2026, the Public Safety Commission held a public meeting and considered
the Proposal for Decision issued in the above referenced case by the Administrative Law Judge
(ALJ) of the State Office of Administrative Hearings. For the purposes of this Order, the Commis-
sion rejects the conclusions of law No’s 6, 7, and 11 reflected in the Proposal for Decision.

The Commission, after review and due consideration of the Proposal for Decision, rejects
the recommendation of the ALJ that Feggin Christopher Conners” application for commissioned
security officer license be granted.

IT IS THEREFORE ORDERED that Feggin Christopher Conners’ application for a com-
missioned security officer license is denied.

SIGNED this I day of February 2026

T

Steven P. Mach, Chairman
Public Safety Commission



IN THE MATTER OF § BEFORE THE
THE DISCHARGE OF § PUBLIC SAFETY COMMISSION

PROBATIONARY EMPLOYEES § IN AUSTIN, TRAVIS COUNTY, TX

Advice and Consent

In accordance with Government Code Section 411.007(¢), the Director found that the following named
probationary employees were unsuitable for continued employment in the Department of Public Safety.
The Public Safety Commission has consented to discharge these employees:

Employee Name Employee Title/Division Date of Discharge
Monica Anaya License and Permit Specialist I 01/13/2026
Alec Arriaga License and Permit Specialist I 12/08/2026
Christopher Rodriguez Recruit 12/15/2025
Approved:
boe 9

Steven P. Mach, Chairman
Public Safety Commission

Date: Fu.brumdf U 2026




SPECIAL RANGER/SPECIAL TEXAS RANGER APPLICANTS
February 12, 2026

Special Ranger Applicants:

Name Division Sve./Station Retire Yrs. of Sve.
at Ret. at Ret. Date at Ret.
Blacknell, James Edward CID Hurst 12/31/25 29
Durham, Gary Wayne TOD Waco 11/30/25 30
Elizondo, Ruben Rodriguez CID Austin 09/30/09 29
Jimenez, Nick John THP Haskell 11/30/25 22
Vajdos, Brian Luke CID San Antonio 12/31/25 29

Special Texas Ranger Applicants:

Name Division Sve./Station Retire Yrs. of Sve.
at Ret. at Ret. Date at Ret.
Byrmne, Jr., Jerry Douglas TRD Midland 08/31/10 26
‘\
Date: Q—I' lZDU-(

Approved by the Public Safety Commission on:




